Pluritans and Puritanism made an indelible impression on New England in
the seventeenth century. Puritans built churches and towns, distributed
i land, raised families, passed laws, and rendered verdicts. 1n all of their
activities, Puritans aspired to live according to God's law. At least once @ week
ministers gave sermons that proclaimed God’s way as set forth in the Bible.
Although many New Englanders were not church members, those who were gov-
erned the society both in principle and in practice. White colonists recognized,
however, that most native Americans adhered neither to Puritanism nor Chris-
tianity, providing a durable reminder of the limited scope of religious orthodoxy.
The following documents exhibit the Puritans’ high standards and illustrate some
of the difficulties they had in disciplining themselves and others 0 live up to
those aspirations.

DOCUMENT 4-1
The Arbella Sermon

John Winthrop, Puritan leader of the great migration to New England and first governor
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, delivered perhaps the nost famous sermon in American
history in 1630 while crossing the Atlantic with his fellow Puritans aboard the
Arbella. Although Winthrop was 10t a minister, Puritan doctrines suffused his sermon.
He put into words the Puritans’ understanding of their migration to New England — the
goals they hoped to achieve and the responsibilities they assumed. The sermon, the source
of the following selection, bore the title “A Model of Christian Charity.”
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Did Winthrop envision a society dedicated to human equality or inequality?
How should people demonstrate that “Love is the bond of perfection”?

4 How were Puritans different from other people, according to Winthrop? How
did he think they should manifest their distinctive responsibilities? How did
he think they should act toward people who were not Puritans or Christians?

DOCUMENT 4-2
Temptations and God’s Providence

Puritans believed that human beings were born sinners and had to struggle mightily to
overcome temptations and lead godly lives. John Dane, a tailor born il England in 1612,
joined the great Puritan migration to New England. Dane recalled the temptations he ex-
perienced both before and after he moved to Ipswich, Muassachusetts, where he died in
1684. Dane's memoir, excerpted below, recounts how the conflict between human impulses
and God's design played out in his own life, which Dane offered as a template for others.
Dane’s memoir illustrates Puritans’ sense that cosmic forces of good and evil, sin and

saloation, infused every feature of daily life.

John Dane
Memoir, ca. 1670

When I was but a little boy, being educated under godly parents, my con-
science was very apt to tell me of evils that I should not do. Being now about
eight years old, [ was given much to play and to run out without my father’s con-
sent and against his command. One . . . time, [ having gone out [for] most part of
the day, when my father saw me come home he took me and basted me. I then
kept home and followed my business two Of three days. My father and mother
commended me, and told me that God would bless me if I obeyed my parents,
and what the contrary would issue in. I then thought in my heart, oh, that my fa-
ther would beat me more when I did amiss. I feared, if he did not, I should not be
good. . ..

I did think myself in a good condition. I was convinced that I should pray
and dared do no other, and read and hear sermons and dared do no other; yet I
was given to pastime and to dancing, and that 1 thought lawful. . . . When I was
... eighteen years of age or thereabouts, 1 went to a dancing school to learn to
dance. My father, hearing of it, when I came home told me, if I went again he
would baste me. I told him if he did he should never baste me again. With that
my father took a stick and basted me. I took it patiently and said nothing for a

day or [two], but one morning betimes I rose and took two shirts on my back and
the best suit I had and a Bible in my pocket, and set the doors open and went t0
my father’s chamber door and said, “good-bye father, good-bye mother.” “Why,
whither are you going?” “To seek my fortune,” 1 answered. Then said my mother,
“ go where you will, God he will find you out.” This word, the point of it, stuck in my

breast; and afterwards God struck it home to its head. . ..

John Dane, “A Declaration of Remarkable Providences in the Course of My Life,”
The New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 8 (April 1854), 149-56.



